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Current limitations in IMF studies 

•   Small number of clusters, when in reality 
10000-100000 clusters (depending on the clusters 
mass range, shape of the initial cluster mass 
function, and the Galactic SFR) are forming in 
the MW per cycle of 10-12 Myrs.  

•  Mostly low mass clusters (i.e., small number of 
stars). 

•   Poor estimates and account of all the 
uncertainties. 

! Need a different approach 

Conclusion: observations of single and 
lonely stars in the MWSC survey are 
reproduced only when the parameters of the 
IMF have broad distributions. The required 
intrinsic dispersions of the parameters are: 
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